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S :£• C R E T SAIGON 7237 
E X D I S 

FOR: ELIOT# EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

PLEaSE DELIVER CARL MARCY* SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 
9A.M* MONDAY/ FROM LOWENSTEIN AND MOOSE 

1 • WE iHAD EXTRAORDINARY CONVERSATION THIS AFTERNOON! ON; SUBJECT 
AK-47»S SENT.tO CAMBODIA WHICH: WE BELIEVE MERITS COMMITTEE'S 
IMMEDIATE' ATTENTION. PR INC I PAL POINT WAS EMPHATIC; ASSERTION BY 
GENERAL MANH* CHIEF OF STAFF* VIETNAMESE JOINT GENERAL STAFF; 

AND’ ONE 'OF THE iHALF DOZEN OR SO MOST IMPORTANT OFFICERS' IN 

THE: VIETNAMESE ARMED cfifarfe . . f u at’ »' f-gTKiA MES£: HAD NnrrHlhLfl . 

TO’ DO WITH AK-4 7 SH I PMENT » IN RESPONSE TO OUR; QUESTIONS* 

HHICH WERE ASKE“|* jkW KUHHaL GENERAL' STAFF BRIEFING; ON' ARVN. 
OPERATIONS: IN C AMBODI A* ”GENER AU M ANH^ S A I D'l 

A • HEMHAD *NEVER!iHEARD UNtlLi'WEiiMENtXONEDi rTVTHAT AK'*47'S: 

HAD BEEN SENT T p; XAMBOblA • ’ ' ' 

B* IF. SUCHf A SHIPMENT" iH AD BEEN;;MADE; HE' WOULD! HiAVE! KNOWN 

about tt in ;h is capacity aS':chief ;of! staff* joint' general! staff 1 . 

CAPTURED WEAPONS:; COULD- NOT HAVE' BEEN SHIPPED' OR’ VIETNAMESE' aIr; 
FORCE; TRANSPORT AUTHORIZED WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

C* US FORCES DO NOT TURN OVER: CAPTURED WEAPONS fO VIETNAMESE; 

BUT EACH ARMY RETAINS' WEAPONS'" IT CAPTURES* ( THIS' CONTRARY' “ 

TO ALL OFFICIAL' STATEMENTS TO US RE US: POLICY ON CAPTURED WEAPONS* 1 

i • \ 

D • VIETNAMESE PLANES WERE: NOT' REPEAT NOT USED TO TRANSPORT 
CIDG KHMER 'TROOPS TO; CAMBODIA. 
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2* IN VIEW SERIOUS AND FUNDAMENTAL 'CONTRADICTIONS: BETWEEN ABOVE- 
STAfEMENTS AND OFFfeiAL: ASSEERTTONS- BY ADMiNiSfRATlON'OFFTCiALSi 
AS WELL AS PUBL IC STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT > THIEU* WE: QUERIED 
GENERAL MANH REPEATEDLY AND CAREFULi-V IN ORDER TO' ensure that HE 
CLEARLY . UNDERSTOOD . WHAT HE WAS: SAYING. WEl^ENY SO^FAfTAS' TO- teLu 

NrS RlQNS: tN°VTg T^KiA^ 



OTIFIED AMERICAN ADVISOR: AT ARVN ; JOI,NT GENERAL: STAFF THAT' WE : 
INTENDED TO INQUIRE ABOUT AK- 47 r $ ) « EMBASSY OFFICER! AND AN 
AMERICAN MILITARY ADVISOR WERE PRESENT .THROUGHOUT' ENTIRE - CON* • 
VERSAfiON. GIVEN IMPORTANCE OF CI.AR IFYl NGi KEY POINT' OF! INI • > 

TI AT ION OF ARMS SHIPMENTS TO CAMBODI AWE PROPOSE# IF! I T PROVES 
NECESSARY# TO DELAY OUR 'DEPARTURE FROM- !S A ISON NOW SCHEDULED 
FOR TOMORROW’ AT 12 NOON ( MIDNI GHT MONDAY -TUESDAY WASHINGTON TIME I 
TO GET TO BOTTOM ;OF THIS. REQUEST SOONEST POSSIBLE' GUIDANCE 1 . 
BERGER ‘ 
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